
THE CITY OF KENT, OHIO
HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE

WED., FEB. 11, 2009

This meeting of the Health & Safety Committee of Kent City Council was called to order on Wed., Feb. 11,
2009, at 9:01  p.m. by Jack Amrhein, Vice Chair, in the absence of John Kuhar, Chair.

PRESENT: MR. AMRHEIN, MR. DELEONE, MR. FERRARA, MR. HAWKSLEY, MS.
SHAFFER, MR. TURNER, MS. WALLACH, AND MR. WILSON

ALSO PRESENT: D. RULLER, CITY MANAGER; J. SILVER, LAW DIRECTOR; AND L. COPLEY,
CLERK OF COUNCIL

ABSENT: J. FENDER, MAYOR
J. KUHAR, COUNCIL

Mr. Amrhein said they were present for an update and status report on the Walk-n-Roll event.

Dave Ruller, City Manager, said they had a presentation previously, and it appeared the staff and
Council was interested.  He said there was some discussion about who could champion it, and Council’s
direction was to refer it to Main Street Kent.  He said they reviewed the request, and Doug Fuller was
present and could represent their position.  He said as they put together their 2009 work program, the y
could not find a champion.  Mr. Ruller said this made their second tier list, and they can encourage and
support it, but cannot take the lead.  Mr. Ruller said they are kicking it back to the Council discussion,
since it originated with Council.  He said they are missing a champion, and they are looking for direction.

Ms. Wallach said that Lois Moss was the one who did this, adding she was the champion, and took most
of the responsibility. She said she would be the champion for it also. Ms. Wallach said she is excited about
Kent being one of the first in the area, and has had communications with her.  She said they can ask what
she requires from the City, exactly, and it would not take that much staff time. She said they could
approach Parks and Recreation first, adding they may be up against a deadline.

Mr. Wilson said if there is money or staff time involved, she could not champion it.  He questioned if she
was in a conflict of interest issue.  He agreed with passing it onto Parks and Recreation.  Ms. Wallach
questioned why she cannot help organize the event, and Mr. Silver said he could not see why she could
not help organize it.  Mr. Wilson asked about any in-kind service, and Mr. Silver said if she receives funds,
she could not vote on the appropriation.   Mr. Silver said he can do more research.

Mr. Wilson said he was told he could not be a representative to KUSO as they received funds, adding it
was through his affiliation with another club.  He said he was advised he should not be involved as they
received funds.  Mr. Silver said he would look into it.

Ms. Shaffer said it is larger than the downtown.  She said she did not see a problem asking Parks and
Recreation if they were interested, working with this volunteer organizer, Ms. Moss.  She suggested they
could ask if anyone in Community Development would be interested in working on this event. Ms. Shaffer
said they could find some volunteers.  She suggested Main Street could sponsor the downtown leg.

Doug Fuller, Main Street: Mr. Fuller said that Main Street takes the Walk n Roll extremely seriously, but
could not find anyone to champion the event.  He said every project needs a work plan, and only then will
Main Street look at a project.  He said they have twenty-eight projects, adding it is about twice as many as
last year.  He said they have asked the City Manager if they could come twice a year to explain what they
are doing and to explain about the events.  Mr. Fuller said Main Street is participating in some new events
this summer, but are not actually doing them.  He said when people come to Kent, they will enjoy the
downtown, the commerce, and the festivals.  He said Main Street likes the Walk n Roll, and hope it
happens.
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Mr. Hawksley said he knows the recommendation is to get Parks and Recreation to take a lead role, but
there are other groups that are interested.  He suggested the KEC may put in some money or send
volunteers, as will the Jaycees. He suggested they give it to Parks and Recreation, and let them do a call
out.

There was no audience comment at this time.

Ms. Wallach said Ms. Moss was supposed to get back to her with the time lines.

Mr. Ferrara said there could be other participants, such as the College of Recreation.  He said as a
strategic partner, they could provide a link between the University and the City.  He said they would be a
great partner.

MOTION TO HAVE THE ADMINISTRATION TALK TO THE PARKS AND RECREATION
DEPARTMENT ABOUT BEING THE LEAD ROLE IN THE WALK ‘N ROLE.
Motion made by Ms. Shaffer, seconded by Mr. Ferrara, and carried by a voice vote of 7-0-1, with Mr.
Amrhein abstaining.

MOTION TO RECESS INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR UPDATE ON COLLECTIVE BARGAINING
AGREEMENT NEGOTIATIONS.
Motion made by Mr. Wilson, seconded by Mr. Hawksley.

Roll call was taken on the motion.  Voting aye: Mr. Amrhein, Mr. DeLeone, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Hawksley, Ms.
Shaffer, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, and Mr. Wilson. The motion carried by a voice vote of 8-0.

Mr. Ruller said that the staff was under the impression there would be under discussions, and Mr. Wilson
said that may be correct, but was not part of his motion.

MOTION TO REVIEW STAFF SALARIES.
Motion made by Ms. Wallach, seconded by Mr. Ferrara.

Roll call was taken on the motion.  Voting aye: Mr. Amrhein, Mr. DeLeone, Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Hawksley, Ms.
Shaffer, Mr. Turner, Ms. Wallach, and Mr. Wilson. The motion carried by a voice vote of 8-0.

Vice Chair Amrhein recessed this meeting at 9:11 p.m.

Following Executive Session, Vice Chair Amrhein reconvened this meeting at 10:15 p.m.

MOTION TO AUTHORIZE A NEW THREE YEAR LABOR AGREEMENT WITH THE OPBA FOR THE
POLICE SUPERVISORS.
Motion made by Mr. DeLeone, seconded by Mr. Hawksley, and carried by a voice vote of 8-0.

Hearing no further business before this Council, Vice Chair Amrhein adjourned this meeting at 10:17 p.m.

                                                                             
Linda M. Copley, Clerk of Council
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