CITY OF KENT, OHIO

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

DATE: July 25, 2017

TO: Dave Ruller, City Manager ,
FROM: Bridget Susel, Community Development Director/CRA Housing Officer 0%%
RE: CRA Agreement: Record Publishing Company, LLC

GateHouse Media, LLC acquired Record Publishing Company, LLC earlier this year and has taken
over the daily operations at the 1050 West Main Street, Kent, Ohio location. The City of Kent
entered into a Community Reinvestment Area (CRA) Agreement with Record Publishing Company
on June 2, 2011 that granted an exemption of 75% of the annual real property taxes associated with
a large renovation project that was completed in 2013. The agreement was to be effective for a
twelve year period and required the company to create and retain eighty-two (82) full-time and five
(5) part-time permanent positions resulting in a minimum annual payroll of $2,675,000.

The terms of the CRA agreement do not automatically transfer when there is a change in ownership
so a letter was sent to GateHouse Media requesting the company contact the City if it had an
interest in negotiating a new CRA agreement. GateHouse Media was advised that the terms of a
new agreement will be based on the employment levels and annual payroll amount GateHouse
Media anticipates maintaining at the 1050 West Main Street, Kent, Ohio facility.

The City did not receive any response from GateHouse Media, LLC so a meeting of the Tax
Incentive Review Council (TIRC) was held on July 25, 2017 and the members of the TIRC voted
unanimously to make a recommendation to Kent City Council to terminate the agreement.

I am respectfully requesting time at the August 2, 2017 Committee session to discuss the Tax
Incentive Review Council recommendation with the members of City Council and to seek
authorization, with emergency, to terminate the CRA agreement between the City of Kent and the
Record Publishing Company, LLC, effective as of the date of property transfer, which occurred on
or about February 6, 2017.

Please let me know if you need any additional information in order to add this item to the agenda.
Thank you.
Cc:  Tom Wilke, Economic Director

Jim Silver, Law Director
Tara Grimm, Clerk of Council

930 Overholt Rd., Kent, Ohio 44240 « (330) 678-8108 fax (330) 678-8030 «
www.KentOhio.org



CITY OF KENT, OHIO

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION

MEMO

DATE: July 26, 2017

TO: Dave Ruller, City Manager

FROM: Harrison Wicks, Executive Assistant to the City Manager
RE: Draft Resolution of Support for the Paris Climate Agreement

During a special meeting on July 24, 2017, the Sustainability Commission approved a draft resolution
of support for the Paris Climate Agreement. The commission believes that the City of Kent has a
responsibility to protect and enhance the quality of life for all those who live, work, learn and play in
our community, without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.

I would like to request time at the August 2, 2017 Council Committee session to discuss the resolution
of support for the Paris Climate Agreement.

If you need any additional information in order to add this item to the Council Committee agenda,
please let me know.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

David Coffee, Budget & Finance Director
Tara Grimm, Clerk of Council

930 Overholt Rd., Kent, Ohio 44240 « (330) 678-8108 fax (330) 678-8030 « www.KentOhio.org



A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENT IN SUPPORT OF THE
PARIS CLIMATE AGREEMENT.

WHEREAS, consensus exists among the world's leading climate scientists that global warming
caused by emissions of greenhouse gases from human activities, which has led to climate
change, is among the most significant problems facing the world today; and

WHEREAS, global climate change has led to increased occurrences of extreme weather events
and to adverse impacts on ecosystems, demographic patterns and socio-economic activities; and

WHEREAS, responding to climate change provides communities an opportunity to be a leader in
a green economy; developing products, services and knowledge that are required when
transitioning to a climate-resilient future; and

WHEREAS, the City of Kent desires to protect and enhance the quality of life for all those who
live, work, learn and play in our community, without compromising the ability of future generations
to meet their own needs; and

WHEREAS, actions that reduce greenhouse gas emissions also have the potential to improve air
and water quality, public health, energy security, social equity, our local economy and natural
environment, and the quality of life in Kent; and

WHEREAS, the City of Kent has demonstrated its commitment to sustainability through a series
of initiatives, including signing on to the U.S. Conference of Mayors' Climate Protection
Agreement in 2007, the creation of a Sustainability Commission, energy efficiency improvements
to existing city buildings, and a commitment to LEED certifications for new construction; and

WHEREAS, the City of Kent recognizes the important role that local communities will play in
taking immediate action to significantly curb greenhouse gas emissions; and

WHEREAS, protecting our planet is of the utmost importance and requires a comprehensive
effort at all levels-including government policies, industry standards, and household practices.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Kent, Portage County,
Ohio, at least three-fourths (3/4) of all members elected thereto concurring:

SECTION 1. The City of Kent commits to consider for adoption the climate action plan developed
by the Sustainability Commission in response to the City's support of the Paris Climate
Agreement and in accordance with this resolution.

SECTION 2. The City of Kent agrees to join the Compact of Mayors, and thereby stands in
solidarity with communities across the nation and the world in support of the Paris Climate
Agreement.



CITY OF KENT, OHIO

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION

MEMO

DATE: July 26, 2017

TO: Dave Ruller, City Manager

FROM: Harrison Wicks, Executive Assistant to the City Manager

RE: ‘Simple Recycling - Curbside Clothing & Home Goods Recycling Program

During a regular meeting on July 10, 2017, the Sustainability Commission approved a motion to
recommend the Simple Recycling - Curbside Clothing & Home Goods Recycling Program to City
Council for consideration. The commission believes the recycling program will be a benefit to the
City and its residents. Additionally, the program is administered by Simple Recycling which handles
all aspects of the program from launch, to collection. to process and management. This will require
little to no staff help.

I would like to request time at the August 2, 2017 Council Committee session to discuss the Simple
Recycling - Curbside Clothing & Home Goods Recycling Program.

If you need any additional information in order to add this item to the Council Committee agenda,
please let me know.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

David Coffee, Budget & Finance Director
Tara Grimm, Clerk of Council

930 Overholt Rd., Kent, Ohio 44240 « (330) 678-8108 fax (330) 678-8030 « www.KentOhio.org



CITY OF KENT, OHIO

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE
MEMO

DATE: July 25,2017
TO: Dave Ruller, City Manager
FROM: Melanie A. Baker, Service Director

SUBJECT: Simple Recycling — Free Curbside Recycling.

The Sustainability Commission has been working hard on many different projects to help the
City increase its recycling potential. Once such example of this effort is that the Commission
has been looking into the Simple Recycling program. This program promotes curbside recycling
of household goods and clothing.

This program has been in business for over 50 years and is located in several states across the
country. They collect:

Men's Clothing Glasses
Women's Clothing Sleeping Bags
Children's Clothing Small Appliances
Coats and Jackets Small Furniture
Jewelry Irons

Shoes Radios

Purses Lamps

Hats Hair Dryers
Toys Tools

Pictures Microwaves
Mirrors Coffee Makers
Blankets Silver Ware
Drapes/Curtains Dishes

Pillows Pots / Pans
Sleeping Bags Back Packs
Small Appliances

The average person throws away 70 pounds of clothing per year. That adds up to 3.8 billion
pounds of unnecessary waste added to our landfills. The need for recycling these items out of our
trash stream will help the environment in many ways. The recycling of these items decreases the



use of natural resources, such as water used in growing crops for clothing and petroleum used in
creating textiles.

Nearly 100% of the clothing collected is recycled. The clothes are recycled in 3 different
manners. The nicer clothes that can go for retail use are sent to Simple Recycling affiliate stores
(similar to thrift stores.) More worn clothes go to developing countries. The unusable textiles go
to manufactures that recycle them into car seat stuffing and automobile insulation, baseball and
softball stuffing, wiping clothes, rug making, and stuffing for toys, just to name a few.

The best part of Simple Recycling is that they offer this program at zero cost to partner
municipalities and its residents. In addition Simple Recycling handles all aspects of the program
from launch, to collection, to process and management. This will require little to no staff help.
The initial set up with address for the mailings and the occasional request for bags is about all the
City will be involved in the program.

Residents will receive a letter / notice from Simple Recycling explaining the program and the
process. Residents are asked to place their items into their green or orange bags and place at the
curb the same day as trash pick-up. When the recycling is picked up the resident is left additional
bags and so they can recycle again. If residents need more bags they can call Simple Recycling
for more bags or go on line and request more bags. It is really as SIMPLE as that.

Simple Recycling does compensate the City for material diverted from the waste stream at a rate
of $0 .01 / pound or $20.00 / ton.

I believe this program is beneficial to the City of Kent in pushing our idea of a recycling
community. I have started this program in the last municipality from which I came. Once it caught
on with the residents, the community did receive periodic checks for small dollar amounts. I
currently have this program where I live and would recommend that the City of Kent pursue this
alternative option for recycling clothing and small house hold items.

If you should have any questions or comments please free to contact me.
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Who is Simple Environmental

Recycling? Impact Facts
We have over 50 years of Clothing, Appliances,
experience in clothing & Durables, & Furniture
household discard collection account for 15% of
local waste stream
Our sister company manages ~
clothing & household discard ) ! >
donation programs in partnership { {

with non-profit organizations'
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859% OF TEXTILES EPA ESTIMATES
ARE NOT RECYCLED - 10 LBS./PERSON OF CLOTHING
OR DONATED | ARETHROWN AWAY EACH YEAR

www.SimpleRecycling.com * Info@SimpleRecycling.com




The U.S. generates an average of That's about
25BILLION POUNDS —————>» 82POUNDS
of textiles* per year. per U.S. r,esldent.

* Texties includes clatheng, lactwear, accessories,
1owels, bedding. drapery, etz

15%

gets donated
or recycled
3.8 billion Ibs recovered
through donation/recycling;
(12 Ibs. per person.)

0,
85%
goes to our landfills.?
(70 Ibs. per person)

Post-Consumer
Textile Waste
5.2%

#
That 85% adds
up to about
21 BILLION POUNDS
of post-consumer
textile waste
(PCTW) PER YEAR

More than 5.2% of
all municipal solid
waste generated
in the U.S.?

USEPA Municipal Solid Waste Generation

AND THIS AMOUNT IS GROWING
Between 1999 and 2009 the volume of
PCTW generated grew by 40% while

the diversion rate only

increased by 2%?

www.SimpleRecycling.com -

This Model has been Tested & Proven

Excerpt from USA Today, April 23, 2013 -

‘Clothes recycling is going curbside in more
U.S. towns as global prices rise for the used
apparel, shoes and linens that Americans
often toss in the trash.

Since September, more than a dozen local
governments -- in Arizona, Massachusetts,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Washington
State -- have begun curbside pickup of
textiles, often in special bags next to bins
containing paper and cans.”

Source

2 http /Iwww usatoday ccm/s(ory/newslnanonlzol 3
P

04/20/recybng-clathes

® 2016 SimpleRecycling all rights reserved

Info@SimpleRecycling.com
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COST TO YOUR RESIDENTS - $0
COSTTO YOURCITY - $0

Details & Logistics

Simple Recycling provides: : Your city provides:
« Free residential curbside pickup service - Supplemental notification & information to
- Specially designed recycling collection bags | residents

- All informational materials '
« All trucking, pickup expenses & program
management
» Local jobs .
- All related insurance coverage
» Drop boxes in locations of city's choosing
(if desired)

#2016 SimpleRecyching all rights reserved

www.SimpleRecycling.com * Info@SimpleRecycling.com




Once a resident determines .
that their clothing, shoes,
handbags, or household
textiles have reached the end
of their useful life, materials are
collected by Simple Recycling
and collected clothing is sorted
and graded for condition

WHAT HAPPENS TO YOUR RECYCLED USED CLOTHING?

- 10-20%

Top quality materials are
sold to local thrift stores
where they create access
to low cost clothing and
jobs for local residents

| o
- 80%

! The vast majonity of clothing
| collected is not resaleable in

, the U S. so 1t 1s further sorted
for international export or
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] broken down for raw
] materials.
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45%

Reused and Repurposed
Majority exported as
secondhand clothing.

30%

Recycled and Converted
Reclaimed wiping rags
are used in various ways
as industrial and
residential absorbents.

20%

Recycled into Fiber
Post-consumer fiber is
used to make home
insulation, carpet padding,
and raw material for the
automotive industry.

Only 5% ends up as waste.

Thrift industry employs nearly 100,000 workers in the U.S. with
over $1 billion wages paid. In addition, private sector recyclers
create an additional 15,000 to 20,000 jobs nationally.’

WE MAKE IT SIMPLE

TO DRAMATICALLY REDUCE TEXTILE WASTE, s,

@ 2016 SimpleRecycling all rights reserved

www.SimpleRecycling.com + Info@SimpleRecycling.com




recycle don't throw away®
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Textile Recycling Fact Sheet

You and your students are probably used to recycling aluminum, paper, glass, and other
items. But did you know that clothing and other textiles can be recycled too? Here are some
textile recycling facts to share with your class:

The basics

® The Environmental Protection Agency estimates that the average person throws away
70 pounds of clothing per year. That adds up to 3.8 billion pounds of unnecessary
waste added to our landfills.

@ Clothing and household textiles currently make up 5.2% of the waste in landfills.

@ A textile is any item made from cloth or an artificial fabric like vinyl. Textiles are used
for clothing, linens, bedding, upholstery, curtains, carpets, and other items. Any textile
item, even if it's worn, torn, or stained, can be recycled. You can even recycle a
single shoe! Items simply need to be clean and dry.

® Recycling clothing and textiles decreases the use of natural resources, such as
water used in growing crops and petroleum used in creating new clothing and textiles.
It also decreases the need for chemicals used in manufacturing new textiles and the
pollution caused by the manufacturing process.

How are recycled textiles used?
® Resold at charities’ secondhand clothing stores

@ Sent to developing countries

® Turned info wiping cloths, which are used in a variety of industries and businesses
(everything from manufacturers fo repair shops, construction industries, stores, and
maintenance and custodial departments)

® Processed back into fibers and turned into paper, yarn, insulation, carpet padding, and
other items

Where can clothing and textiles be recycled?

If your town doesn’t accept textiles with other recyclables, donate your items to a local
recycling center or charity. Nearly 100% of donated items are recycled. The recycling
center or charity will determine which items are usable as clothing, which can be sold and
turned into wiping rags, and which can be sold and processed back into fibers to make new
products. Charities and recyclers generate revenue for their programs, and textiles get a
second (or third or fourth) life. To locate a donation center near you, visit www.smartasn.org.
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More Textile Recycling Facts

What are specific textiles recycled into?
Here are a few examples:
Stuffed toys and pillows become car seat stuffing and automobile insulation.
T-shirts, sheets, towels, and clothing become wiping cloths.
Denim becomes home insulation.
Shoe soles become paving material.
Sweaters and coats become carpet padding.
Curtains and drapes become stuffing for pillows, sleeping bags, and animal beds.
Wool sweaters and materials become baseball and softball filling.
Velvet materials become jewelry box lining.
Leftover fabric scraps become paper money.
Additional resources

@ Something From Nothing by Phoebe Gilman (Scholastic, 1992); geared for students from
preschool to grade 3, this adaptation of a Yiddish folktale follows a piece of fabric as it goes from
a baby blanket to a jacket to a vest to a tie, and so on.

® The Travels of a T-Shirt in the Global Economy by Pietra Rivoli (John Wiley, 2005); good source
of background information about what happens to used clothing.

@ Salaula: The World of Secondhand Clothing and Zambia by Karen Tranberg Hansen (University
of Chicago Press, 2000); good source of information about the used clothing industry in Africa.

SECONDARY MATERIALS'
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